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Glory and Ornament 
OF 


A True Goſpel-conſticuted 


Being a brief Diſplay of the 
Diſcipline of the Church of 
Chriſt, formerly meeting at 


Curriers Hall near Cripplegate, and | 


now meeting at Tallow-Chandlers- 
Hall upon Dowgate-Hill, London, 
ELIAS KEACH, Paſtor, 


by Sfonnbet 


— 


1 Lim. 3.18. That thi mayſt know haw thou 
oughtejt ty behave thy ſelf in the Houſe of 
God, which #s the Church of the living God, 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 

Acts 2. 41, 47. Then they that gladly received 
hu Word were vaptized, &c. And the Lord 
_— to the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be 
fave . 
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To the Church of Chriſt for- 
merly meeting at Curricrs- 
Hall near Cripplegate, and - 
now meeting at Tatllow- 
chandlers-Hall opon-Dowgate- 
Hill, London, over whom the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made me 
an Overſeer, 


Dearly Beloved, 

Our Souls, more precious than 
thouſands of Worlds,. being 
committed to my Care, as an 
Overſeer under the great Shep- 

herd of the Sheep, the Lord Jeſus Chrlft, 

to whom cre long I muſt be accounta- 
ble, &c. TI could do m1 leſs in order to the 


full diſcharge of my Duty,than Jet you know 


your Places, . Order and Work in that 
Church of which yiu are Members, it be- 


* ing part (and that nat the leaſt part ) 


of the Counſel of Gol, which I am in Duty 
bound to make kmwn untoyou according to 
iny Ability. And indeed 'tis the greateſt 
part of your. Honour and Felicity in a 


 Church-ſtate, clearly to underſtand, and 


rightly to pradtiſe your Duties therein : 
and providentially meeting with this ſmall 
=. A 2 Treatiſe, 


The Epiſtle. 
"Treatiſe, compoſed by an experienced and , 
worthy Miniſler of the Goſpel, a great 
Iover of your Peace and-Well-being, after 
a due peruſal thereof, finding it ſo full and 
argumentative; according to the moſt pure 
and primitive Pattern, and ſo excellent- | 
iy and exaftly ſuted to your Conſtitution, 
T could not forbear commending it to your + 
Meditation, hearty and prafical Obſer- 
vation ; being fully aſſured of n» ſmall 
benefit that will in the Event redound to 
you all thereby, reſpefing Peace and 
Tranquillity, as well as to my ſelf, by the 
eaſing me of many heavy Burdens, that 
have unhappily been impoſed upon me by 
fome of you, for want of a good under- 
Sanding of yur Duty. To conclude, that 
you may all labour to keep the Unity of * 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, in the 
fthful and induſtrious diſcharge of your | 
Duty to your Paſtor, Deacons, and to one 
another, growing in Grace, and the know- 
ledg of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, us, and ſhall 
be the earneſt Endeavour and Prayer of, 


His unworthy Servant, and 
' yours for his ſake, 


From my Study, 


on the 2oth of * . 
the 6th Month, Ehas Keach. 


An.Dam. 1697. 
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Church, and the true 
Ocderly Diſcipline 
thereof explain'd. 
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Concerning.a True andOraerly 
Gofpel-Charch, 


Efore there can be any Or- 
derly Diſcipline on_ a 
ey 


Chriſtian Aſſembly, t 
muſt be orderly and regu- 
larly conſtituted into a Church- 
ſtate, according to the Inſtitution 
of Chritt in the Goſpel. 


1. A Church of Chriſt, accord- 45. 2. r, 
ing to the Goſpel-Inſtitution, is a 42, 43,44. 
Congregation of Godly Chriltians, AZ. 8.14, 
who as a Stated-Afſembly (being Act. 19. 4, 
firit baptized upon the Profellion 5» % 
of Faith) do by mutual agreement £?* + 1, 


and conſent give themſelves up to ** 39 2. 


XK the **> 1319. | 


_ 


w ; ' 
* Cel. 2. 19. Chriſt the Precious Corner-Stone, 
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Col. 1.2,4, the Lord, and oneto another, ac- 
"126 cording to the Will of God ; and 
1 Pet. 2. 5. do ordinarily meet together in one 
AC. 5-13, Place, for the Publick Service and 
- 14. +, Worlhip of God; among whom 
| _ _ the Word of God and Sacraments 
"9 >are duly adminiſtred, according 
to CO 4g 
2. Ihe Beauty and Glory of 
— which Craaon doth Po 
1 Pet. 2.4, 12 their being all Converted Per- 
£.6, ſons, or lively Stones: being by the 
Eph. 2.20, Holy Spirit, and Faith of the Q- 
21, peration of God, united to Jeſus 


and only foundation of every Chri- 
{{1af), as well as of every particu- 
lar Congregation, atid of the v-hole 
Catholick Church, 
3, That every Perſon before 
they are admitted Members, in ſuch 
a Church ſo confiituted, mutt de- 
clare to the Church (or to ſuch 
with the Paltor, that they ſhall 
P.55.16-appoint) what God bath done for 
4, 11.4, their Souls, or their Experiences of 
5, 6, We 4 Saving work of Graceupun their 
252+ hearts; andalio the Church jhc::!d 
LH e3-15 enquire after, and take fu!l fatislac- 
Angie concerning their Holy Lives 
Jer. g0e5s 02 Good Converſations. and 


and its Diſcipline explain'd. 7 

And when admitted Members, 
before the Church they muſt fo- 
lemnly enter into a Covenant, to 
walk in the Fellowſhip of that 
particular Congregation, and ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Care and 
Diſcipline thereof, and to walk 


Heb.1 347% 


- faithiully with God in all his Holy 


Ordinances, and there to be fed. 
and have Communion, and wor- 
ſhip God there, when the Church | 
meets (if poiiible) and give them- x Pez.-; r, 
ſelvcs up to the watch and charge 2. 
of the Paitor and Miniitry there- 
of : the Paitor then allo ſignifying 
in the name. of the” Church their 
acceptance of each Perſon, and en- 
deavour to take the care of them, 
aud to watci over them in the 
Lord, (the Miembers being farit 
ſatisfied to receive them, and to 
have Commution with them.) 
And fo the Paſtor to give them the 
right Hand of Feitowthip of a 
Clurch, or Church Organical, | 

A Church thus conſtituted onght gf ,y 0,. | 
forthwith to chooſe them a Paſtor, panical * 
Elder or Elders, and Deacons, (We Church. 
readings of no other” Officers, or 
Offices abiding in the Church) 

A4 and 
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1 711.32, and What kind of Men they ought 
31 435, 697+ to be, and how qualified, is laid 
t« 1:50, down by Par to Timothy, and to 
7» ©, 951 Tirms. Moreover, they are to take 
ſpecial care, that both Btſhops, 
Overſeers, or Elders, as well as the 

Deacons, have. in ſome competent 

manner all thoſe Qualifications ; 


Fit. to fo 
AC, 6. 6. 
1Time5422. 


er and Faſting, that they baveelec- 
ted them, (whether Paſtor, &c.or 
Deacons) and they accepting the 
Office, muſt. be ordained with 
Prayer, and laying on of Hands of 
the Elderfhip ; - being firſt prov'd, 
and found meet and ht Perſons for 
ſo Sacred an Offce: T herefore 
{uch are very dilorderly Churches 
who have no Paiior or Paitors or- 
dained, they acting not according 
to the Rule of the Goſpel, having 
ſomething vinting. 


Of the work of a Paſior, Bijnop 
or Overſeer. 


1. He work of a Paſtor 1s to 

"T's, mL) 
| preach the VWord of Chrilr, 
* Cox.- 6, 09 feed the Fiock, and to acmint- 
15, 17. tier all the Ordinances of theGoſpet 
which 


and after in a Day of ſolemn Pray- . 


<< x00hen, 4, 


and its Diſcipline explain'd. 9 
which belong to his Sacred Office, AZ.20.31 
and to be faithful and laborious 35: 
therein, ſtudying to ſhew himlſclt Th 
a proved unto God, a Work-man : TI 
; 4.6 needeth not be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of . Truth. He 2 Cor. g. 
is a Steward of the Myſteries of 1, 2. 
God, therefore ought to be a Man | 7;,,. 3. 
of good Underſtanding and Expe- 
rience, being ſound in the Faith, 
and one that is acquainted witn 
the Myſteries of the Golpel: Be- ,, 
cauſe he is to feed the People with {fr 3* T5 
Knewledg and Uniderſtmding, Fe 
maſt be faithtul and skilful to de- 
clare the Mind of God, and. dilt- , 71, ,,. 
gent therein, alu to preach 77 fe.t- | 
jon and aut of ſeuſon';,, Gol having 
conmittect unto him the Miniſtry 
of Reconcihation, a molt choice 
and ſacred] Truit, What Intere!t 
hath God greater in the World 
winch he hath committed unto 
Men than this ? Moreover,he maſt 
make known the whole Counſel of 45.-c.,« 
God to the People. a. Fes 

2, A Paſtor 1s to viſit his Flock, F10427e23o 
to know their ſtate, and to watch 1 Tie. 5. 
over them, to ſipport the weuk, and 15: 
to frengthen te freble-minged, and 

AS IUc> - 
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ſuccour the tempted, and to re- 
poea, 
prove them that are unruly. 
3. Topray for them at a!] times, 


and with them alſo when ſent for, 


and deſired, and as Opportunity 
ſerves; and to {ympathize with 
them in every State and Condition, 
with all Love and Compallion. 

4. And to ſhew them 1m all re- 
ſpecs, as near as he can, a good 
Example i2 Converſation, Charity, 
Faith and Purity; that his Mint 
{try may be the more acceptable to 
all, and the Name of God be glo- 
ried, and Religion delivered from 

CLeproach. 

5. He muſt ſee he carries it to 
far. 2.4.21) with all Impartiality, not pre- 
t Tim. 5. ferring the Rich above the Poor, 
wo nor lord it over God's Heritage, 
nf us nor afſumeany greater Power than 
as 5% God hath given him; but to ſhew 

a houmble and meck Spirit, nay to 
be clothed with Humil:ty, 


t. Tim. 4. 
12, 


The Office and Work of Deacons. 


The Dea- 
cons Woh. JH: Work of Deacons. 1s to 
At. 5.1,2, ſerve Tables, viz. to ſee to 
3,$7>2,9, Provide for the Lord's Table, the 
1, | Mint 


IJ —Y a. 


and its Diſcipline explain'd. IT 

Miniſter's Table, and the Poor's 4s 5. 7, 
Table. (1.) They ſhould provide 8, $ 1<- 
Bread and Wine for the Lord's 

Table. (2.) See that every Mem- 

ber contributes to the Maintenance 

of the Miniſtry, according to , (.15.,, 
their Ability, and their own vo- 

lantary Subſcription or Oblignti- 

on. (3.) That each Member do 

give weekly to the Poor, as God 

has blefled him. (4) Alfo viſit 

the Poor, and know their Con- 

dition as much as in them lies; 47s 6. 1. 
thit none, eipecialty the aged 
Widows, be neglect-d. 


Of the Dit of Clutch 
Members to their Paſtor, 


LS if S the Duty of every 
Member to pray for tlieir 
Paſtor and Teachers. 5rerhrenproy 1 Theff, e; 
fer rs, that the Word of the L ord 25, 
may run ud bc g.orified, Again, 
ſaith Pd, Praycig aijo for 1t, that 
Cod mworldopcn unto us a door of ut» 79.13.18, 
teraice, to jpcux tre Mftery of 
Chriſte” Prayer was made without 
ceaſing of the Church unto God far 
him, They that negle& this Duty. 


{C13 
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feem not to care either for their 
Miniſter, or their own Sculs, or 
whether Sinners be converted, and: 
the Church edihed or not. They 
pray for their daily Bread. and 
will they not pray to have the 
Bread of Life plentifully broken to 
them ? . 
Motives to this. 
1. Miniſters Work is great: 
2 Cor.2.15. Who is [ufficient for tncſe things ? 
1 Cor.16.9, 2. The Oppoſition 1s not ſmall. 
which is mad2 againſt them. 
1 Tim.g.z, 3, God's loud Call is (as well. 
4, 5-as Miniſters themſelves ) for. the 
Saints continual Prayers and Sup- 
plication for them. 
4. Their Weakneſs and Temp- 
tations are Maily. - 
5. The Increaſe and Edificatiors 
of the Church depends upon the 
Succeſs of their Miniiiry. 
6. If they fall or milcarry, God 
1s greatly diſhonoured, and his 
Ways and People reproached. 
24ly. They ought to ſhew a re- 
2 Cer.3.10, Verential Eitimation of thm, be- 
20, ing Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, ah » cal- 
ied Rulers, Angels, &c. they that 
honour them, and receive them,. 


honour 
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and its Diſcipl:ne explaiid. 13 
honour and receive Jeſts Chriſt. 
Eſteem them very bigiy in Love | Tnefþe 3» 
for their Work fake. - Again, he 5 
faith, Let the Elders that wile well, 
be accounted worthy of double Ho-1 T1M-517- 
aour, eſpecially they who lbour in 
Word and Do'trine : that is, as I 
conceive, fach that are moit Jabo- 
rivUs, 
3aly, 'Tis their Duty to ſubmit 
themlelves unto them, that is, in 
all their Exhortations, good Coun- 
{els and Reproots ; and when they 
call to any extraordinary Duty. 
as Prayer, Faſting, or days of 
Thankſgiving, it they ſee no juſt 
cauſe why ſuch days ſhould not be: 
kept, they ovght to obey their 
Paitor or Elder, as in other caſes 
| allo. Obeythem that Have the Rule J1:b. 15. 5, 
over you, and ſubmit your ſelves. 17, 
4thly. It is their Duty to take: 
care to vindicate them from the 
unjuſt Charges - of evil Men, or 
Tongueof Inftamy, and not to take Jer.25.10. 
up a Reproach againlt them by Z2eÞ#. 2-8. 
report, nor to grieve their Spirits, 2 © 11» 
ar weaken their Hands. 2 b, 23+. 
5thly. * Fis the Duty of Members 
| togoto them.when under Trouble 
ar [emptations. thly, 


hw iv 


ID w— © oc > 


_—_— 


I 4 The Glory of a True Church, 


: 6/4ly. It is their Duty to provide 
a comfortable Maintenance for 
them and their Families, {utable to 
their State and Condition. Ler 
Gal. 6. 6. him that is taught in the Word, 
communicate to him. that teachcth, 
| zn all good things. Who goeth «a War- 
1COF9.70 fare at his own Charge ? \weoo plant- 
ch a Vineyard, 1d eateÞ not of 
the fruit thereof * &c. Even fohath 
ver. 14. the Lord ordaincs, that they that 
preach te Goſp?!, frould live of the 
Ver. Il. Goſpel. If we nave jown wnto you 
ſpiritual things, is it a great thing 
of we ſhell reap your carnal things ? 
They ſhould miniſter to them 
chearfu';y with ail readinels of 
ma: Mind, Miniſters are not to as 
1.2 for their Bread, but to receive it 
honourably. T he Miniſters Main- 
tenance,tho 1t 15 not by Tythes,C>c. 
as under the Law, yet they have 
now as juſt a right to a comforta- 
ble Maintenance as they had then, 
the equity of the Duty is the lame: 
Ss Dr. Our Saviour, faith Dr. Owcz, and 
Owen's E- the Apoſtles plead it from grom:ds 
ſho, p.27, of Fquity and Juſtice; and ail 1d 
22. of Laws and Rules of Righteoul 
neſs among Men of all forts cal!s 
for it. 7t ily. 


i1at. 
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_ nefs1s, or how diſtin from preach- 
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-thly. Tt is their Naty toadhere 
to them, and abide by them in all 
their Trials and Perſecutions for 2 Tim. 4. 
the Word. Te were ot aſhamed 15, 17,18. 
of me in my Bonds, &C. 

8hly. Dr. Owen adds another Eſbod, pag, 
Duty of the Members to their 27% 
Paitor, viz. to agree to ,come 
together upon his Appointment : 
When they were come, and has ga- At14.27 
thered the Chirch tegether, &C, 


Ay gr ern om ee ene nn LC —— * - 
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nery, Are there ng ruling El- 
ders beſides tre Paſtor ? 

Azſw. There might be ſuch in 
the Primitive Apoſtolical. Church, 
but we {ce no ground to b-lieve 1t 
an abiding Ofhce to contue in the 
Church, but was only temporary. 

1. Becauſe we have none of the 
Qualifications of fach Elders men- 
tion'd, or how to be choſen, 

2. Becauſe we read not particu» 
larly what their Work and Zuli- 


$58 
US 


ing E:ders; tto'we fee nut but the 
Church may (if ſhe fees meet ) 
chooſe ſome able and diſcreet Bre- 
thren to be Helps in Government : Rom. 12.8, 
We have the Qualifications of Bt- 

(hops 


Fo 
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1 Tim. 3. ſhops and Deacons dire&ly laid 
down, and how to be choſen, and 
Tit1.5,5,7. their Work declared, but of no 
other Office or Officers in the 
Church, but theſe only. 

Queſt. /fvy am Elder of one 
Churci if called, warrantably admi- 
niſter all Ordinances to anotiier ? 

> Azſwm. Nolurcly; for we find no 
*Warrant for any {ſuch Practice, he 
being only ordained Paſtor or El- 
der of that particular Church that 
choſe him, Cc. and hath no Right 
or Authority to adminiiter as an 
Elder in any cthecr where he is not 
ſo much as a Member, 

Queit. /A-y a Cur call ow a 
Teawver tout 15 no ordained Elaerto 
adminiſter all Ordinances to il,ciii ? 

Azſ. You may as well ask, Miay 
a Charch a&t difourderly ? Why 
were Mintiters to be ordained, if 0- 
ters unordained night warranta- 
bly doallth:r Work? if therefore 
they bave no Perfon fitly qualihec 
for that Office, they mull leok wut 
from abroad for one that is. Yet 
(as Wwe lay) Necetlity has no ] aw ; 
provided thereture they can't dv 
either, it, 1s better their PICs 

C 


Tile £o:$o 
IC07.14.40. 
1 Tim. 3. 


and its Diſcipline explaind. 17 
be called to do it, than that the 
Church ſhould be without their 
Food, and Church-Ordinances neg- . 
leted; yet let all Churches take 
care to organize themſelves, and 
not through Covetouſnels, or neg- 
let of Duty, reſt incompleat 
Churches, anct ſo under-Sin. God 
29 the God of Order, and not of Con- j cy, x4, 
fuſion, in alt the Churches of the +, 29, 
Saints, And how ſeverely did God ; 
deal of old with ſuch that meddled 
viith the Priefls Work and Of- 
hce, who were not of the Prielt- 
hood, nor called by him to admi- 
nifter im holy things ! 


Of the reception of Members. 


Quelt. \ Ha is the Order of Of the re- 
| recerving Alembers CEPrion Ot 
into the Church, that w:re no Mem- Yembers 
bers any where before ? Eo rhe 

Aznſro, 1. The Perion muſt oive Cs 
an accymt of bs Fatth, and of the ,,., ._ . 
Work of Grace upon his Suui bu ©5702 97 
fore the Church; and al'o a firict © FE 
Enquiry muſt be made alout its , 4p 5. 
| tv and Converſation : but if gn 1, 
trough Baſhiulnets the Party can- 19, 19. 
; not ſpeak before the Congregatt- 1 V*t.3.1 5. 
OI, 
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1C9r-14-40. on, the Elder and two or three 
more Perſons may receive an ac- 
= count of his or her Faith, and re- +. 
Remas.,2. port it to the Church. But if | 
Fl Satisfaction by the Teſtimony 
of good and credible Perſons is 
not given of the Party's Life and | 
Converſation, he muſt be put by {; | 
Ads 11.2, until Satisfaction is obtained in © 
3, 4, 5, 6+ that reſpect, Moreover, when the 
Majority are ſatisfied, and yet one | ' 
or twoPerlons are not. the Church 
and Elder will do well to wait a - 
little time, and endeavour to ſatisfy 
fach Perſons, eſpecially if the Rea- 
ſors of their diffent ſeem weighty. 
aeit. What is to ve done Ren a 4 
Perſon offers himſelf for Commu- 
2:01 from a Church that 1s Corriipt, | ec 
or erroneous in Principles? w» 
Aziſw. 1. The Church ought to *5 1, 
take an account of his Faith in all | jn 
' Fundamental Points, and of the | a 
Work of Grace upon his ticart. th 
2, And if ſatisfied, then to ſend | 17; 
alio to that corrupt Icople,to kyow | yy} 
whether they have any thing or © 
not againit his Life and Couve: fa- * gi; 
tion : if fatisfied in both theſe re- *' hey 
ſpecs, the Church may receive |, on 
him. 2 Queſt. 


"Y, 
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Queſt. To whom is it Members To whom 


join themſelves? is it to the Elder, yes S 
*or tothe Church? jon them» 


. Avſw. They are joined to the = 


whole Community of the Church, ,., 

being incorporated as Members 

thereof, and thereto abide, tho the 
| Paſtor be removed by Death, 


2.4% 
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: The Pomer of the Keys, with 
Charch -- Diſcipline, aja 
Members Duties one to )a- 
another. 


1. 7 E judy it neceſſary that a 4 monthly 
Day monthly be appoint- 44y f9 be 
ed particularly for Diſcipline, and #72 mted 
| not to manage ſuch Affairs on the/”7* P24 
' Lord's-day, which ſhould be ſpent 7" 
- in the publick Worſhip of God, of 
a different nature : befides, ſuch 
things may (on the account of 
!J:cipline) COINC before the Church 
which may not be expedient to be 
} heard on the Lord'sday, it it 
 ditiurb the Spirits of any Ment 
bers, and hinder their Meditation 
con the Word which they hgve 
newly 


—_—_ 
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newly heard: tho in ſmall Con- 
gregations perhaps a day in. two 
or three Months may be ſufficient. 
The Power 2, The Power of the Keys, or 
of the Keys to receive in and (ut out of the 
rea with - Congregation, 1s committed unto 
=eMe4 the Church : The Political Power 
is ks of Chriſt, faith Dr, Chaucy, is in 
2 Thefſ, 1. the Church, whereby it is exerciſed 
3, 6, 1M. the Name of Chriſt, having all 
lawful Kule and Government with- 
init ſelf, which he thus proves, v:z. 
- © 1. The Church effential is the 
© firſt aject of the Keys. 
© 2, They muſt of neceſlity to 
© their Preſervation, purge them- 
© ſelves from all pernicivus Mem- 
bers. | 
© 3, They have Power to orga- 
© nize themſelves with Officers. 
© 4. If need be that they call 
© an Offcer from without, or one 
©of another Church, they muſt 
© frit admit him a Member, that 
© they may ordain their Offcer 
© from among themſelves. 
© 5. They have Power to reject 
© a {ſcandalous Paſtor from Cfffce 
© and Memberſhip. 
* This Power of Chriſt is ex- 
© erted 
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and its Diſcipline explain'd. 
© erted as committed to them by 
© the Hands of the Elder appoint- 
© ed by Chriſt, the due manage- Dr. Chaun- 
© ment whereof is in and with the 2 9! the 
© Church to be his Care and Trult, ws of 
© as a Steward, whereof he is ac- "ay OG 
© countable to Chriit and the ** 33% 

© Church, not lording it over God's. 

© Heritage. And that the Power 

of the Keys is in the Church, ap- 

Pears to me from at. 18. If he + 

will n9t hear the Church ;, 1t is not 

ſaid, if he will not hear the Elder, 

or Elders. As alſo that of the 

Apoſtle, in dire&ing the Church 1 Cor. 5.4, 
to caſt out the Inceſtuous Perſon, Go 
he doth not give this CounſeFto the 

Elder or Elders of che Church, but | 
to the Church; ſo he commands 2 Theſe. 3, | 
th: Church to withdraw from e- 6, 14- 
very Brother that walks diſorder- 

ly. Purge out the old Leave, thai 1 Core 547% 
you may be a new Lumbp. 


Of Church-C enſures. 


New as to Church-Cenſures Of Church- 
I underſtand but two beſides Cenſures. 

Suſpenſion, viz. (1.) Withdraw- 
ing from a Member that walks 
duſor- 
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diſorderly. (2.) Caſting ont, ar 
- Excommunicating ſuch that are ei- 
ther guilty of notorious or ſcanda- 
lous Crimes, of Hereſy, &c. or 
of contemning the Authority of 
the Church. 
Briefly to each of theſe. 

1. Suſpenſion is to be when a 
Member falls under Sin, and the 
Church wants time fully to hear 

* the matter, and ſo can't withdraw 
from him, or cait him out. 

2, If any Member walks difor- 
derly, thonot gnilty of groſs ſcan- 
dalous Sins, heorfheas foon as it is 

< taken notice of. orrght to be ad- 
moniſlied, , and endeavours to be 

uſed to bring hum to Repentance : 

2 Thefſ. 3. For we hear that there are ſome 
11, 12-which walk diſorderly, not working 

at all, but are buſy-bodies, Such 

as medd]e with Matters that con- 

cern them not, it may be (inſtead 

of following their Trade and Bu- 

_— they go about from cne 

Member's Houſe to another. tecl- 

ling or carrying of Tales and Sto- 

ries of this Brother, or of that 
Brother or Siſter, which perhaps 

| may be true, or perhaps falſe, and 
may 
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and its Diſcipline explain'd. 
may be too to the Reproach or 
Scandal of ſome Member or Mem- 
bers, which, if o, it is back-biting ; 
and rhat is {o notorious a Crime, 
that without Repentance they ſhall 
not aſcend God's holy Hill. Back- 
biting is a diminiſhing our Neigh- 
bour's, or Brother's good Name, 
either by denying him his due 
Praite, or by laying any thing to 
his Charge falſely or irregularly, 
or without ſufficient cauſe or ev1- 
dence, Thus aur Annotators. But 
this of diforderly walking does 
not amount to tach a Crime, but 
Evils not to gotorious 5 Now them 
that are [1c We command and cx- 
hort by our Lord Teſues Chrift, that 
with quietneis they work, and eat 
their own Bread, They mult | be 
admonithecl. 

1. An Admonition is a faithful 
Endeavour to convict a Perſon of 
a Fault, both as to Matter of Fa&t 
and Circumſtance; and this \dmo- 
nition muſt be given firſt, if it be 
private, by that Brother that knows 
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2 Theſſ. 3+ 


I 2 


or has knowledg of the Fault or 


Evil of the Perſon offending, whe- 
ther the Elder, or Member ; for 
ally 


= 


Diforder- 
ly Mem- 
bers only 
to kewith- 
drawn 
from. 


2 Theſſ. 2. 
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any private Brother ought to ad- 


month ſach with all care and 
faithfulneſs before he proceeds far- 
ther. But if it be publick, the 
Church ought to ſend for the Ot- 
fender, and the Paſtor muſt admo- 
niſh. him before alL 

2, But if after all due Endea- 
vours uſed he is not reclaimed, but 
continues a diſorderly Perſon, the 
Church muſt withdraw from him. 


2 Theſſ.2.6. Now we.command you Brethren, in 


the Name of our Lord feſus Chriſt, 


that you withdraw from every Bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly, and 
not after the Traditions he received 
from us, This 1s not a delivering 
up to Satan, Excommunicating or 
diſmembring the Perſon ; tor this 
ſort are fi1ill to be owned as Mem- 
bers, tho diſorderly ones : the 
Church muſt note him ſo as not tv 
have Communion or Company 
with him in that ſenſe; yer com 
him not as an Enemy, but cxhort 
him as a FErother : if: any Man 
bey not our Word, note that Man. 
It appears that ſuch who refuſe to 
adhere to' what the Paſtor con:- 
mands and exhorts ro, in the Name 
of 
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and its Diſcipline explain*d, 25 
of Chriſt; are tobe deemed difor- 


derly Perſons, as ſuch are who meet 45.12.25. 


not with the Church when afſem- 
bled togetlier to worſhip God, or 
that negle& ' private or family 
Prayer, or neglect their attendance 
of1 the LordsSopper, or to contri- 
bute''to the neceſſary Charges of 
the Chureh, or ſaffer any Evils un- 
reproved 'in their Children; all 
ſuch may be lookt upon aegis 
Walkers, and ought to be proceed- 

ed againit- according to this Rule, 

or divulge the private Relolves of 
on Church, aswellas in many like 

CAIES. * - EDT) 


Of private Offences of one 


. Brother agaln 1: another. : 


ant 
7. AS tonching private Offences, 0/ privete 


the Rule 47at. 18, is to be Offencos t- 
obſerved, only this by the way tween Br - 
mutt be premiſed, viz. if but one ther and 
Brother, or two have the knowled;s brother. 
of ſome' Members Crime, yet if it 
be' publickly kriown'to the World, 
and'theNaine of God 'ber<proach- 
el - 
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ed, it being an immoral AR, a | 
private Brother is not to proceed 


with {ſuch an Offender, according 
to at. 18. but forthwith to bring 


it to the Church, thar the publick +, 


Scandal may be taken off. 
2. But if it be a, private Offence 
or Injury done to a Brother or 


Siſter in particular, and nut being, ' 
a notorious ſcandalous Sin, that * 


Brother muſt not mention it to one | 
Soul, either within, or without the | 


Church, until he hath proceeded : 
.according to the Rule. | 


(1.) He muſt. tell his Brother 
his Fault. Moreover, if thy Bro- 
ther ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go 
and te him his fault betwixt thee 


"7 Kar 


and him alone ;, if he ſhall hear thee, | 


thou haſt gained thy Brother. 
Thou muſt labour 'in Love and 


thee, 


all Aﬀections to convince him __ 


$ 
t 
c 


his Fault ; but if he: will not hear | 


(2.) Thou muſt take one or two | 


more, but beſure ſee they are.dit- | 
creet Perſons, and ſuch that are | 
moſt likely to gain upon him, and 


they with thee are to Jabour with 
a!l Wiſdom to bring; him to. the | 
ſenſe | 
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and its Diſcipline explain*d. 
ſenſe of his Fault : *tis not juſt to 
ſpeak to him, as if that were e- 
nough ; no, no, but to take all 
due Pains, and to ſtrive to con- 
vince him, that ſo the matter may 


| be iſſued, an@& the Church not 
troubled with it: But if he will qc 18. 15. 


20t hear thee, take one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three 
Witneſſes every word may be eſt a- 
bliſheds 

3, But if he will not hear them 
after all due Means and Admoniti- 
ons uſed, then it muſt be brought 
to the Church ; and if he will not 
hear the Church, he mult he caſt 
out; The Elder is to put ihe 


Queitton,, wherher the offending ©, P345+ 


Brother be m their Judoments 
incorrigible, and refuleth ro hear 
the Church, which pallins in 
the Affirmative by the Vote of 
the Congregation, or 2 Majori- 
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ty of the Brethren by the lifting © © not 10 


up of their Hands, or by their $1- 
lence; the Paitor after calling up- 
on God, and opening the nature of 
the Offence, and the Juſtneſ(s of 
their Proceedings, in the Name 
and by the Authority of Chritt, 

B 2 pro- 
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1 Cor. 5, 


Pag. 245. 


The Glory of a True Church,” 


pronounces; the Sentence of Ex- 
communication to this effe: 


The ACt That # * bh Rey Ie , 
of Excom- a Ht. B. being guilty of grea 


Tiquity, and not manifeſting utt- 
feigned Repentance, but refuſmg 
to hear the Church, T do in the. 
Name, and by the Authority of 
Chrift, pronounce and declare that 
he ts to be, and is hereby excom- 
municated, excluded or caſt out 
of the Congregation, and no longer 
to be owned a Brother, .or a Mem 
bcr of tnis Church ;, and this for 
the defiruttion of the Fleſh, that 
his Spirit may be ſawed in the day 
of the-Lord Jeſs. 

And this we believe is the ſub- 
ſtayzce of that which the Apoſtle 
cails a delivering up to Satan, he 
beivg caſt into the World which 
is called the Kingdom of Satan, 
where he rulcs and reigns. 

© The delivery unto Satan ({aith 
© Dr. Chauncy) ſignifies only the 
© {plern Excluſion of a Perſon from 
© the Communion of the Church, 
© the viſible Kingdom of Chriſt, . 
© and diſfinfranchizing him, or di- | 
© veſtiny him of all viſible Right 
*to Church Privileges, caſting 

© him 
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audits Diſcipline explain'd. 


© him into the , Kingdom of the 
© World, where the Prince of 
© Darkneſs rules in the Children of 


© diſobedience. And this being 
done, he is to be eſteemed to be no 
better than an Reathen Man, or 
Publican, or as an evil Perſon, and 
not to have ſo much as intimate ci- 
vil Communion withal. * 


Of Scanilelous Perſons guilty 


of groſs Atts of Immorality. 


FF any Member fall into ary groſs Of Sc nd4- 
AQcts of Sin, as'Swearing, Lying, 19 Cr.m:s 

Drunkenneſs, Fornication, Cover- 9 Ev tb « 

ouſneſs, Extortion, or the like; and” 

it is known and publickly ſpread” 


abroad. to the great ſcandal and re- 

roach of Religion, and of the Ho- 

y Name of God, his Church, and 
People ; the ſaid Offender fo chatg- 
ed, the Clurch muſt ſend one or 
two Brethren to him to come be- 
fore the Congregation : if he will 


not'come, but doth flight and con- 


temn the Authority of the Church, 
that will bring farther Guilt upon 
him, for which Offence he incurs 
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The Glory of a True Church, 


the Cenſure before - mentioned. 
But if he doth appear, his Charge 
is to be laid before him, and the 
Witneſſes called; and after he has 
made his Defence, and ſaid all he 
hath to ſay, and the Congregation 
TheChurch finds him Guilty, then the ſame 
Cenſure on Cenſure is to paſs upon him, to. the 
os _— end he may be brought to unfeign- 
Fs p +, <d Repentance, and the Name of 
with thz; G9 Cleared; and ſome time muſt 
in Mar.8, Þe taken to make it appear that he 

hath true Repentance, by the Re- 
formation of his Life and holy 
walking afterwards, before he be 
received again, and the Cenſure of 
the 'Charch in a ſolemn manner be 
taken off. 


Pg. 343 Dr. Chauncy puts this Queſtion, 


Queſt, © How is aChurah to pro-: 
© ceed in caſe of open and notorious 
© Scandals ? by 

© The A-ſwer is, © the matter of 
© FaR, ag ſuch, being beyond all 
© queſtion ; the Charch is to pro-_ 
© ceed immediately to cenſure, to- 
© vindicate the Honour of Chriſt 
© and his Church, and to manifeſt 

to 


and its Diſcipline explain'd. " 2M: 


! © tion againſt ſuch Notorious Of- 24+ 
' © fenders, and wait for a well- 4% 5. 11. 
| © grounded and tryed Evidence 7*4: 23: 
{ © of his true Repentance under that 7 = os 
| © Ordinance of Chriſt which is ap- 5, *"* « 
E C . , 
| © pointed to that end. 
Obſerve, It is the opinian of the 
Door, that tho the Perſon be pe- 
nitent, yet becauſe his Sin is open 
and ſcandalous, he ought to be caſt 
out ' to vindicate the Honour of 
| Chrift and the Church,, as partof 
| hisjoſt Puniſhment (that being one 
reaſon of the Ordinance of Excom- 
munication) as well as to brizpthe 
Perſon to thorow Repentance; and 
we are of his Mind. Pay/ takes no 
notice in the caſe of the [nce/tuares 
Perſon of his immediate Repen- 
tance; or if he repent not, then, &c. 
But ſays he, deliver ſuch a one to Sa- 
tan, &c. Saith the Lord, if her Fa- Nyms. 12, 
ther had but ſpit in her Face, ſhould 14. 
ſhe not be aſhamed ſeven Days? Ler 
her be ſhut out from the Camp ſeven 
| Day: akin of Miriam) and af- 
ter that let her be recerved tn again. 
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Of dealing with Hereticks aud 
Blaſphemers. 


Of. dealing AS touching Hereticks or He- 
with Here- reſy, the ſame Cenſare, when 
ticks. theyare convicted, ought to paſs 
againſt them; Hereſy is commonly 
reſtrained to ſignify any perverſe 
Opinion or Error ina fundamental 


Point of Religion, as to deny, the *' 
Being .of God, or the Deity. of. | 


Chriſt, or his Satisfaction, and Juſ- 
tification alone by his Rignteouſ- 
neſs, or todeny the Reſurrection of 
the Body, or eternal Judgment, or 
See Pool's the like. . Yet our Annotators ſay, 
Annot. on the Word ſignifies the ſame-thin 
I Cor. 11, with Schiſin and Diviſions ; whic 
I 9. if ſo, ſuch that are guilty of Schiſm 


or. Diviſions in the Church, ought” 


to be excommunicatetl alſo. Hcre- 

fies are called Damnle by the A- 

poltle Perer ; without Repentance 

ſuch cannot be ſaved, as bring in 

2 Pit: 2le Dummnable FHereſies, denying. the 
Lord that vought them, 


!1n 
Two things render a Man an} | 


Hexetick according to the common 
{1p- 


| and its Diſcipline explaiy'd. 33 
t ſignification of the Word. 1: An Who is an 
' Error in matters of Faith, Funda- Heretick. 
' mental or Effential . to Salvation. 
2. Stubbornnels and Contumacy in 
/ holding and maintaining it. A 
' Man that us an Heretick, after the Tjt, 4, 10, 
, firſt and ſecond Admonition reject. 
: Now that this Rejection is all one 
; with Excommunication.appears by 
' what Paul ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 1. 20, 
 , Of whom is Hymeneus and Alexan- 1 Tim. 1, 
. | der,whom I have delivered unto $a- 19, 20. 
, 147, that they may learn not to Blaſ- 
| Pheme. Their Hereſy, or Blafſ- 
| phemy was in ſaying the Reſurrec- 
{ tion was paſt. - "OW! 
Some would have none be coun- 
ted an Heretick but he who is con- 
victed and condemned {o to be in 
his own Conſcience, miſtaking 
Paul's Words, Knowing that he «© 
that 15 ſuch, ts ſubverted, being 
condemned of himſelf. He may-be 
{ condeimned of himſelf, tho not for 
| his Hereſy, yet for his ſpending 
| his Time abont Queſtions, and 
* ſtrife of Words, to the diſquiet- 
|} ing the Peace of the Church; 
I | or tho not condemned of himſelf 
| | directly, yet indireRtly; accord- 
| ing 
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The Glovy of a True Church, 
ing to the Purport of his own No- 
tion, or what he grants about the 
Point in Debate, &c. Elſe the A- 
poſile refers to: ſome notable and 
notorious ſelf-condemned Here- 
tick. Itis a great queſtidn, whe- 
ther Hjmenews and Alexander were 
condemned in their own Conſci- 
ences, about that Hereſy charged 
upon them, and yet were deliver- 
ed up to Satan. However the Rule 
1s plain,reſpeQing any that are jub- 
verted, and reſolutely maintain a- 
ny Heretical Notion, 7. e. after he 
hath been twice (Cor oftner) ad- 
moniſhed, that 1s, after all due 
means uſed, and pains taken with 
him, to convince him of his abomi- 
nable Error ;, and yet if he re- 
mains obſtinate, he mult bs delivcr- 
ed up'to Satan ; that 1s, the righ- 
teous cenſure of the Church muſt 
paſs upon him, as in the caſe of 0 
ther notorious Crimes. Herely is a 
Workof the Fleſh: and hence ſome 
conceive ſuch ought to be puni1h- 
cd by the Civil Magiſtrate. 
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Queſt. What 15 an Admonition ? 


Arſw. It is a faithful endeavour What an 
to convict a Perſon of a Fault both admonition 
as to matter of Fact, and his Dnty ** 


thereupon, .charging it on his Con- 
{cience inthe Name of the Lord Je- 
{us with allWiſdom and Authority. 


Queſt. What is a Church Adma- 
ation ? 

Anſw. When an offending Bro- 
ther rejecting private Admonitihn 
by one, or by two or three Pet- 
ſons, the complaint being brough 
to the Church by the Elder, the 
offending Member .is.rebuked and 
exhorted in the Name of the Lord 
[eſis to due Repentance ; and if 
convicted, and he ,repents, the 
Church , fuxgives ' hyunyg., otherwiſe 
caſts him.out, as 1 before thewgd. 


Queſt, - May. a Cimrch udmit a 
Acmber of ancther Congregat ion 'to 
have Communion with them, with- 
out an orderly recerving him as 4 
Member ? . 

Anſw. If the Perſon 1s well 
known by ſome ofthe Church, _ 

that 
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that he is an orderly Member of a 
Church of the ſame Faith, 'ht be- 
ing occaſionally caſt among them, 
they may admit him to tranſient 
Communion for-that time ; but if 
he -abides in that Town or-City 
remote to the Church to' whum he 


belongs, he'ought to have his regu- 
lar diſmitſion, and fo be delivered 
up to the care and watch of the 

hurch where he deſires to commu- 
nicate. 


Queſt. If an Excommunicated | 


Perſon hath obtained of God true'Re- 
pentquee, and deſires tobe reſtored to 
' the Church.what is the manner of his 


NR ? | 
The man- Ayſw. Upon his ſerious, ſolemn 


ner of the and gounek Acknowledgment | 


Recep110M thereof before the Clitirch, and dac 
of a com- pn 0 <2 vs 
Bier Br Satisfation 'accordinf to' the na- 
Fes ture of his Offence being given 
erjon. > : D 
the Elder ſolemnly proceeds anc 
declares in the Name of the Lord 
Mat. 13. _ ps 
18. Jefns,that the ſentence which A.B. 
2Cor. 2.6, Was Jaid under (upon his unfeign- 
ed IKepentance) 1s taken off, and 
t Tm. 5. that he is received again a as Niem- 
ber, &©c. To the Praiſe ar.d Glory 


of God. Queit. | 


ty 
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and it's Diſcipline explain'd, 
O. How ouyht a Paſtor to be 
dealt witha!; if he to the know- 
ledge of the Church, or any Mem- 
bers thereof, walketh diſorderly, 
and unworthily of his Sacred Of: 
fice, and Memberſhip ? 
Take the inſwer of another Au- 
thor here. 
Anſw. * Thoſe Members, to 
* whom this is manitelty known, 1... (0 pro. 
© ought to go to him priv ately, and cccd againſt 
© unknown to any others (and with > Os ow 
© the Spirit of Aeekneſs, in great 
G Hits %liry p lay his Evil before 
© him, ard mtreat him as a Father, 
© and not rebuke him as there E- 
© qua], mucit leſs as their InfSriour ; ' 
© and if they gain upon h1.o, thei t 
© revive him mto their | former Aﬀe: 
; Ct)! M1 and Eſfteein, for ever hiding - 
*1t.conall others. But if after all 
© tender mtreaties, he prove Re- 
©fractory and Obiitnate; then to 
; bring hin before the Church, 
tid e:E to deal witli Liims the 
x — having Iwoor Viree Witneſſes 
© in the t:c2 of the Church, to te- 
, © tiky maitcr of Fit as zinſt him 
* to Clicir perſon] Knowle ve: 
2. Bar 
( 


_ © 
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zZ$ The G lory of a Trne C burch, 

2. © But before he be dealtwith, 
© they muſt appoint one from among 
* themſelves,qualityd for the work of 
: a Paſtor, to cxccute the Church's 

i ſe nes ig © Cenlure againſt him, &c, Yet 
they lace no doubt, the Church may 
none ey , Ouſpend him fron his Commu- 
Church mon, and exerciling of his Office 
may cali lim preſently, upon his being fully 
ata Convicted: 

O. Suppoſe a Me nber ſhould 
think himſelf Oppreſſed by the 
Church ; or ſhould be Unjuſtly 
dealt with ; cither Withdrawn 
from, or Excommunicated, has he 
no Relief left hun Y 

Atiſw. We believe he hath Re- 
lief; and alfo, that there is no 
Church infallible, but may Err 

Relicf for a M ſome Points of Faith, as well 
Member une as 11 Diſcipline. And the way 
yy «alt propoſed, and agreed to, in a ge- 
: neral Aſſembly, held in Condor, 
1692. of the Elders, Miniſters, 

and efſſenrers of our Churches, 

we approve of, which 1s this , vV:z. 

The grieved or injured Perſon may 

make his Application to a Sifler- 

Church for Communion ;, and that 

Church may feud ſome _— in 

Ter 


| 


and it's Diſcipline explain'd. 
their names, to that Congregation 
that have aciilr with him, and they 
to lee if they can poſſibly reffore him 
to his place; but if they cannot, 
then to report the matter charge?, 
with the Proofs, to the Church that 
ſent them : and if that Congregation 
ſhall, after a full Information, &C. 


be perſwaded the Perſon was not 


orderly dealt with, they may receve 

him into their Communion 

Of jach that cauſe Diviſions ; 
or Unaael; ſeoarate them 
ſelves from ihe Charch, 

"Fm, find is generally aTert- 


ed by all Convzregational 


| 39 


wee ; —_ Ti: c11fe of | 
Div.nes, or Worthy ren, 7. ec. I hat pileg-rs ir 


Fa CE 


no perſon hth power to difmems- ve Chart, | 


ber himſelf : 7. e, 12 cavaot, with- 
on: great 511, traiilite himielt from 
one Charch toatother , bat one hit 
to have''s Dilrr lion from that 


. Charcly whero to 45 ar Member : 


ls 


provide l that C2 me 1s orderty | 


\coMlitnted, no(lfg hetne With 

as to any Fitentit of  SHlbration - 
1 ! * bp 

or of Church - Commnyiion 

Put if not, yet he ought to jr, 

j , *Y 
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Dr, Ch uncy 
Pig. 339» 


Phil. 1, 27. 
29-2, ds 


The preat 
OD .aizer O1 
making a 
Reit in a 
Citurch, 


F.en, 1, 31, 


The Glory of a True Church, 
deavour to get his orderly Diſ- 
militon. 

Nor is every ſinall Difference 
in fone points of Religion, (or 
Notions of little moment,) any 
grounds for him to delire his Dit- 
TOTITOep 

I hat he cannot, nor ought not 
to Tranſlate lmſz1f, fee what a 
Reverend Writer ſaith : 

” Be cannot, ſzith he; tor many 
* Reaſars : 

1, * It 1s not Decent, much leſs 
* an Orderly going away z but ve- 
*ry unmannerly, and a kind of 
© running away. 

2, © Such a Departure 1s nat ap- 
proved of in Families, or Civil 
© Societies. 

3. © It deſtroys the Relation of 
© Pajtor and Peovle : For what 
* ay be done by one individual 
* Perion, may be done by all. 

4. © What Liberty in this kind 
© belongs to the Sheep, belongs to 
© the Syepherd ; much more he may 
* then alſo Jeave his Flock at his 
© Pleaſure,without giving notice or 
© reaſon thereof to the Church. 


5. It is breaking Covenant with 
Chriit, 


c 


and it's Diſcipline explain'd, 
*Chriſt, and vith the Congregation, 

© ani therefore : preat lmwrorality ; 

© he being under Obkgation to a- 

© bide ſtedfaitly with the Church ; 

ze. till the Chairch jadpe he 

© hath a lawful Cal! to go to ano- 

© ther Congregation, 

6. © It's a Sci « For if there 
© be any {ſuch thts in the World, a0, o9 
© it's of particular 

7. © It isa deſpiling the Govern © 
, inent of the Church. 

8. ©Itis a particulor Membcr's 
© aſſuming to hi:oſelf the uſe of the 
© Keys; or r:ther !{icaling of them. 

9. * There is as much reaſon 
© Perſons (i:onld cone into a Chrrch 
© when they ple fc, without asking 
© Content, as cefart Wien they 


ty 


bu | ” 


Io. © It 1s very evil and unkind 
in another Cinch, to receive 
© ſuch an oite, 2 710! doing as they 
© would. or {e;.1'! be dealt with, 

11. Suck Practices can 1fiue in 10+ 
© thing elite then the broach and rom- 
© fuſion of all particular Churches ; 
© and make them like Pariſhes. 

12. * Such D-partures cannot be 
© pleaded for in the leaſt, but np- 


26, 
Meb, 10, 25, 
Juce, I 9, 
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42 The Glory of a True Chitrch, 
& on the notion cf a Catholick viſible 


F; © Church, wherein all Members 


j *and Officers are run into one 
{ * Orgamzed Church, which will, 
© and muſt intredvuce, a Co-ordt- 


'Þ nate ( if not a Subordinate ) Pa- 


© ftoral Government, by combina- 
© tion. of Elders, over all the 
* Clurckes ; and ihercfore by Sy- 
© ods and Claſſes. 

13, © Itis like a Leak in a Ship, 
© which, if not ſpeeclily ſtopped, 
* will Sink at laſt. 


14...< It tends to Anarchy, put- - 


* ting 8n Arbitrary Power in cv'iry 
* Member. 

15. © It breaks all Bonds of Love, 
© and rajiſeth the greateſt Animo- 
* fities between Uretheren and 
© Churches. 

16. © It is a creat Arcurent of 
© ſome Gnilt lying on the Party. 

IT hus the Dr. | 

9 Again he faith, © It 1s no more 
*1n the juſt Power of a particular 

: M-r-irber to d1{iolve 11s Church- 

* Rela:ion, than in a Man to kill 

© aucfeif ; but by his {42d withdraw- 

* ment he doth Schilmaticaliy rend 

© biinſelf from his Communion, _ 

T 


ee ee Os 
=_ - 
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Ee regular Separation, with the For- 
emality as it ere of an Excom- 


and it's Diſcipline &&plain'd. 43 


© ſo Separate hi! ulelf Sinſully, « * Jv& 19. 


$4, COr. 1, 10. 


Queit. © What w the ju$t Act of & & 3. 3. & 


© ihe Church, that cloathves this ir- 11: 1S. 


Heb, 10, 22, 
23z 25. 


© COMMmMUNICAHON, 
He Arnſwars. (© Calling) this a 
© wixt Excommun: Cation z. c, Ort- 
© ginally proceediig irom, and Con- 
© ſilis in, the act "of the Brother 
© himſelf, ard is the Formality of 
© his Offence; apon which preceeds 
© the juſt and unviolable at&t of 
© the Church. 
© The Judgment of the Church 
- Pub _ icclared by the Elder 
OL tl 'C Congregation ; as the Dr, 
© Words ” $4 VIZ. 
* That A B. ha wing fo and ſo 
© irrep eterly an ſmful'y withdrawn MOON 
' hizſe elf fromthe Com: 221010 of the POEATIONe 
" Conpreg.ition, we Go 76 wy au JuCs ep 


\ Oni, 0g 
of Aa Now: member, 6971: 011 1, if -17: 15. 
© 25 320t to Commuuicate with te? Ln Jo 
. rv L's 


* Church, in the ſpecial Or dincn 
© ces of Conmittnon, tiil due Sts: Tude 129 
C faiftion 15 £1vVan by Pm. 
Yet we believe, as the Dr's O- 
pinion is, that a Church may, (if 


they find the Caſe to be warranted 


C 4 by 
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* 44 The Gloy of a True Church, 


—_— by the Word of God ; or as it 
'S, may be circomltanced)give a difinil- 
W. ſion to a Member, when inſiſted 
{f on, to another regular Churci, tlio 


not in cyery caſe of (mall Oſteice, 
I et nove call Or diſſent in ſome {mall points cf 
'UC _ *d1terentNotions,or fronPrejudice; 
4,21 for that may tend ſoon to diſſolve 
rerily Core. aNYChurch : For what Church is it, 
yl", where every Member 1s of one 
77015 to Mind in every particular Caſe and 
A break thing about Motions of Relivion ? 
#667" find ſuch that make Diviſions, 
} LY on 220 4 
and canle Schiſms, or Diicord a- 
4 5 Timo, 2 Mong Brethren, to diſturb the 
_ 23- Peace of the Church, it they can- 
== { hef,, - 6! WR Tex, PR l : } 
| -* not be reclainied, muſt be marked, 


* 64. 
F.ov. 6,16, and dealt with as great Offenders : 
; Jt being one cf thoile things that 
4 Gcd hates, and 15 an aboginatiun 
to hin. 


Queſt. IVhat 7s a fu" and law- 
ſul D-(miſſion of a Pember to aro- 


ther Chirch, upon his removi;g his 
Habitation, or on other warranted 
C a4jes. | 


Anſy.. VVe anlwer a. Letter 

- .  Te'imonial, or Reco:nmen{ation 

[4 Tags "of the Perſon, and if he intends 
| 4 commu: nia » 0 abide there wholly, to give him 
| tion, up 


oY 
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and it's Diſcipline explain'd, 
up to that Communion, and Fellow- 


(hip, to be watched over in the 
Loyd. 


Of Diſorders, or cauſes of Dij- 
cords, and how to be prevent- 
ea, corrected, and removed. 


[. NE cauſe of Diſcord is, 
through the Ignorance 1:1 


45 


om 16, 
eg. - 
Adts © 18. 27, 


ſome Members of the 1{ules of Dt vat. 19. 15, 


icipline, aud right Guverninent 3 
particularly when that Rule in 
Matth, 18. I> not followed. 

But one Pcrlon takes up vn Of- 
fence againit another, 2nd freaks 
of it to this,or that I'e: ſon, beiore 
be hath tola the Brother offerd- 
ing, of it; which is a palpable 
Sin, and a direct violation of 
Chriſt's holy Precept ; aw! ſuch 
wut, as Offenders theinſelves, be 
in a Goſpel way cealr witl: 

To prevent this, the Ditcip):ne 
of the Church f{1.ou'd be taiylt ; 
and the Members ttormed of ther 
Duties. 

HU Another thirp that cauſes 
TFronble and Difordcr via Qui rct:, 

C J 1) 


itt Ars 
Corcco Led & 
Keuwvred, 


The G lory ofa T; ue C 2urch, 
iS want of Love, and tender Aﬀe- 
Qtions to one another 3 as aiſo not 
havinz a full fight :1:d ſcrſe of the 
great evil of br-aking the Ponds 
, © Peace, 4 Vuity  O that all 
|, © ? would lay this abominable Evil 
SEpb. 4. 3. to Ecart, how baie a thing 1t is 
| *Hev. 13- I. to, break the Peace of a private 


p Ibn I 3s 


6 e 


= * ?" Family, or Neighbourhood ; but 
: & cap. 5.2, much more finiul to diſturb tte 

Peace of the Church c the living 
| God, and vreak the vonds of the V- 
; rity tnereof. Behold, how good, 


and how pleaſant it is, ſor Brethren 
to dwell together in Viity! But, 
O how uzly and hateful is the 
contrary ! 


" Pal. 132.1, 
# QI. 3. 16, 


HI. Another diforderly Practice 
j is this, When one Mcinber or 


anothzr knows of ſoc ſinful act, 

or evils done by one or more 

Atis 5.3. 5, Members, and they conccal it ; 
or do not at according. to tie 

| Rule ; prerending they wovit not 
its 15 be lookt upon as Contentious Per- 
ſons: but hcreby they may becon:e 

gnilty of vther Mens Sins, and alſo 

{uffer the Name of God, and the 
Churchzgo lye under Reproich,and 

|; all thro their neglect. This 15 a 
Ig 2rcat Iniguity, IVY. Wien 


and is Diſcipline explain'd. 

IV. When an Elder, or Churci 
ſ},all know that {ome perſons are 
Ecandalous m their Lives, or Here- 
retical in Judginent, and yet fall 


bear or connive with them. 
V. When Memb:crs take liÞe 


ty to hcar at other Places, a "- 


the Church is aflembled to wor 
ſlip God : th's 15 nothing leſs than 
a Oy their Ccuyenant with 
tlie Clurch, ard may foon Gdil- 
ſolve any Church : For by the 
ſame Eule, one nay take that 11- 
bcrty, another ; nay, every Mem- 
ber may. Moreover, it caits a 
Contcnpt upon the Mi mLECTY Gt 
the Charch, and ti-nds to cauſe 
ſuc! who arc Heorers to draw oft, 

an:l to be Difalicted with the 
D:.&trine tavg!t in tie Churci, 
(they knowins theſe Difcn: crs dv 
bc Ts 43100) it.) I C5 1i07 E010 IICrTe- 


fore, 1!) tle Name of C. Iirift » LS 


Ia) be prevented :. And any of You 
thit know who Ley are. that take 
wo 

tius Liberty, Pray ator er thier to 
tie Ciurch, We lay no reſtraint 
UDO OuT Mcmt ers from bow + ing 
EY PR ene E-- 
ſuch, viho we {yung in the Fauth 
at ONCE tHMNes, 

Y }- Lb 


4+7 


EF) 


{ 


i ”- - 
en Boer IE TTY, 
5 I7 Arne *% = Oz 
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! 


© \ as -: 
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2 Fer, 2.2, 


; Aas 0, 27. 


VI. The Liberty that ſome take 
to hear Men that are corrupt 1n 
their Judgments; and fo take in 
unſound Notions, and allo ſtrive to 
diſtil them into the Minds of others, 
as if they were of greatImportance. 
Alas, how many are Corrupted in 
theſe days, with Arminianiſm, So 
cinianiſm, and what not ! T his cau- 
ſes great trouble and diſorder, 

VIE. When one Church all re- 


ceive a Member or Members of a- 


nother Congregation without their 


Conſent or Knowledge : Nay 


ſuch that are Diſorderly and way 
be looſe Livers, or caſt ont for 
Immorality ; or Perſons filled with 
Prejudice without cauſe. This 1s 
enough to make Men Atheiſts, or 
contemn ail Church Authority, 
and Religion : For hath not one 
regular Church as great Autho- 
rity from Chriſt as another. 
VIII. Another diforder 1s,when 
Members are received without the 
general Conſent of the Church ; 
or before good Satisfaction 1s ta- 
ken "of their Godly Lives, and 
Converſations : Or when a Church 
3s too retils in tie reception of her 
Members, IA, Ano- 


The Glory of a True Church, 
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and it's Diſcipline explain'd, 49 

IX. Another diſorder 1s, when 
a Charch ſha'j receive a charge 
againſt a Member, (it being an 
Offence between Brother and Bro- 
ther)before an orderly proceed has ,,_. «.,.. 
been made by the offcnde.l Per- ©. 
ſon. 

X, When Judgment paſtes with 
Partiality ; love are conniveld at, 
out of fivour or aſle&tim : Le- 

Vi was not to know Its Fathcr 
or Aforher in Judgment. 

Xl. When Mcm*ers donot con- Plal. 63. 7. 
flantly and early +ttend our pub- 
lick AJcmblies, and the worſtip 
of God on the Lord's-day eſpe- wack 16, 1. 
cially, but are remiſs in that wat- 
ter : This 1s & preat Evil. 

XII. When part of a Church 
ſhall meet together as difſatisfi- 
ed, to conſult Church-mattcrs, 
without the knowleige or coff 1 Cor. 12 
ſent of the Church, or Paſtor : %: _ 
This is diſorderly, and tends to jy, 
diviſion 5 and ſuch ſ1;ould be mar- 
ked. 

XIII. Another thing that tends 
to diſquiet the Peace of the Church 
15, When there are any undue heats 
of Spirit, or Pajlion ſhewed 
in 


Cant. Te 12, 
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FO The Glory of a True Church, 
2 Tin.2,25. 190 the Paſtor, or others, #1 ma- 
naging the Diſcipline of the Chu: ch. 
Have ve not found by experience 
the ſad effe&t of this ? Chere- 
fore things matt be always mana- 
ged with coolnels, avd ſweetneis 
of Spirit, ard mod.ration ; every 
Brother having liberty to freak 
his mid, and not tv be interrup- 
ted, until he has Fiore 5 nor a- 
bove one {peak at once. 

XLV.Whceon one Brother or wore 
Diſſents in the ſentiments .F their 
Minds from the Chlurci,, in any 
matters circunſtaniat , cithir 1m re- 
pect Ol reiti,Practice, r Dilciplimne, 
and will not {ubmict to the Majori- 
Jam, 3. 14. tY, but raiſe Feuds ; nay, will rend 
themſelves from theChurch,-rather 
than conſent. 


T Quary, vihat reaſon, cr ground, 

hath any Man to refuſe Cormru- 

& nion with a Church that Clrift 
bath not left, but heath Commu- 
nion with ? 

XV. When any Member fall 
divalge, or make known to Per- 
ions, not of the Congregation, 
nor being concerned in thoje mat- 

tet's 


and it's Diſcirline explain'd. 
ters, what is done in Church- 


$1 


meetings, tie Church in this re- 


ſpet( as wei as in others ) is to 


ſhut up, a Foiintuia ſealed, I his 


- » Cant, 4, 12, 


oft tix.es cccatioiis great Crief, 
and tne diforier'y Ferfon foul 
be detected. Is it not a itame 
to any of a private Fauvily, to 
divulge the Secr.ts 21 tie Faint- 
ly ? But far greater 1. wie do 
theſe expule thcuſelves unto. . 

XVI.Anvuther ditorderlv :; rice 
is this ; viz. When a Me. ber thall 
ſuggeif, and ſeem to mitruate in- 


to the minus oi other MecmBers rom, 1. 26. 


ſome cvil againſt their Pajtor, yet 
will not ceclare what it 1s ; and 


1 Tilt. 6. 4, 


may only be evil Surmniſings, & out zcch. 7. 10, 


of Prejudice ; and yet retuies to | 


acquaint. the Paſtor with what it 
15 : This is very abominable, 
aud a palpable violation of the 
Rule of the Goſpel, and Duty of 
Members to their Miniſter. Such 
perſon ought to be ſeverely re- 
bak'd ; and 1f he confeſs not his 
Evils, and manifcſleth unfeigned 
Kepentance, to be dealt with 1ar- 
tlier, Moreover, 1t 1s a great e- 

vil 


4 


i Titn, 5, 19 
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'} TimO0, 5, 
19, 


| Cor, 8, 14. 


1 Cor, 16, 2. 


Math, 18, 


The Gly of 4 True Church, 


vil in atiother to liczr ſuch baſe 
Inſinuations, and neither rebuke 
the Accuaſer, an fo diicharge his 
Dvty, nor take two or tl;r:e more 
to tring the Perſon to Repen- 
tance, If he deal thus by a pri- 
vate Prother, it is a great Evil, 
but far worſe to an Eler, vrhoſe 
Name and Horour, ought with 
all Care and Juliice, to be kept 
up, as being more Sacred. 

XVII. Another, diſorderly Pra- 
tice 1s, ( which cauſes much iruu- 
ble) When the publick Charges 
of a Church are not equally burn ; 
but ſzrme too miict burdened, 
when others do but little or no- 
thing, 

And alſo, when every one does 
not Contribute to the Poor, as 
God has bleed thein, on every 
I ord's-day, or firſt day of the 
Week, as he hath Comrranded. 

XY HI. Another diforder is this, 
When Members. reiule to com- 
municate with the Church at the 
Lord's-table, becavſe ſore perſon 
or perſons, they think are g:1lty 
of Evil, and vet they have not 
proceeded with thim according to 


"> et" HY 
talc « 
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and it's NE explain'd, > 
Rule : Theſe either Excommn- 

nicate the Church, or themſelves, 
or thoſe Perſons at leaſt, they 
cenſure unwarrantably. 

| befecch you for Chriſt's ſake, 
that this may never be any 
more among, you : You ought 
not to deai this with tiem ; or 
xefule your Communion, ( tho 
faulty ) until the Church has dil- 
member'd, or withdrawn from 
them 5 or at leaſt Suſpendel 
them. 

XIX. When one Member, ſhall 
believe,or receive a report againſt 
another,before he knoys the truth 
of the matter. 

XX. When an Accuſation is 
brovght againſt an Elder, contra- 
ry to the Rule, which ought not 
be without two or three Wit- 1'rim.s. 19. 
ne!lels, as to the matter of FaR. 

XXI. When the word of God _ 
is not carefully attended upon, on V#: 55, 2. 
Week, or Lecture-days, by the 
Members generally ; tho the ſaid 
Meeting being appointed by the 44: ic 
whole Clrrch. 

XXI!. VVhen Days of Prayer 
and Faſting, and of puvlickT hanks- lol 2, 16. 
giving, 


ler, 20, 10. 


ACS 2, 1,2; 


Ay 
) 35* 


The Glory of a True Church, 
giving,or when days of Diſciplining 
are not generally attended upon. 
Laſtly, VVhen Gifted Bre- 
thren- are not duely encouraged : 
Firſt privately to exerciſe their 
Gifts ; and being 1n tire appro- 
ved, called forth to Preach cr 
Exerciſe in the Church : And 
when encouragrent 15 not given to 
beſtow Learning alſo vpon them, 
for their better Accompliſhmenr. 
What will become of the Church- 
es in time to come, if this be not 
prevented with ſpeed * 


What tends to the Glory and 
Beauty of a true Coſpel- 
Charch. 


What tends I Hat which Primarily tends 


to the Glory to the Glory of a Church” 


of a Church js the Foundation on which it 1s 
of Chrilt, 


3 Cor, 3, 4. Built, which is Jeſus Chrift. Now 
this is a bleſſed and glorious Foun- 
dation, 

I. In reſpet of God the Fa- 
ther, who laid this Foundation 
his eternal Purpoſe, Counſel,and 

Ifa. 23, 16, Decree ; Behold I lay im Son > 
and this is as the reſult of his 

in- 


Py Ta As. 


and it's Diſcipline explain'd. 
infinite Wiidem, Love, and Mer- 
cy to his Elect. 

I]. In repet had unto Chriſt 
himſelf, who is this Foundation. 

1. He is a Suitable Foundation, 

1. In reſpe&t to the Glory of 
God in all his Attribates. 

2ly. In reſpe&t to our Good 3 
he anſwerins all our wants, who 
are united to him, or built upon 
him, 

3. In reſpec of the preciouſneſs 
of Chriſt, as a Foundation ; a 
Stone 3 a precionms Stone. 

4. In reſpe&t to the Durable- 
nels of it z. e. a tryed Stone; A 
ſure Foundation. 

Brethren, a Foundation of a 
Houſe mult of neceſlity be laid ; 
no Houſe can be built without a 
g00d Foundation, that will ſtand 
firm, and unmovable ; it is the 
ſtrongeſt part of the Building, 
and it beareth all the weight of 
the whole Superſiruture : So 
doth Jeſus Chriſt. 

11. The Beauty and Glory of 
a true Church, conſiſts in the true 
and regular, or right Co:1ſtitu- 
tion Of 1t 5 nothing being want- 

ing 


The Glory of a True Church, 


ing that is Eſſential to it, upon 
this account. 

IV. It confiſteth in the Excel- 
lency, - Glory, and Suitableneſs of 
the materials 'tis Puilt with, an- 
ſwering to the Foundation,all pre- 
Cio:ts Stones, lively Stones ; all re- 


1 Pet, 2, « £enerated Perſons. 
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V. In that all the Stones be well 
Hewed and Squared ; all made 
fit for the Euilding, bcfore laid 
in. VYYere it thus, there won'd 
not be ſo great a Noiſe cf tlie 
Pammer and Ax, in Church Dit- 
Cipline, as indeed there 1s. Tt 
was not thus in the Type, I rean 
in Solomon's Temple. 

VI. It's Feauty and Glory conſi- 
ſeth in that all the Stores being not 
only vnited by the Spirit, and 
Faith of the operation of God, to 
Chrift the Fonnd ation, but alſo to 
cne another in fmccre Love and 
Aﬀettion. Jn whom all the Build- 


Fih. 2. ic, 8, fitly Framed together, groweth 


—_— — 
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up unto an holy Temple in the I ord. 

VII. It confiſteth in the He- 
linels and Purity of the Lives 
and Converſations of all the Merx- 


LIct, 1, 16: bers : ' Be ye Holy, for 1 am Ho- 
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and it's Diſcipline explain'd. 57 
ly. Hoiineſs becomes thy Houſe, hs 
O God, for Ever. 
VIII, It confifteth in that ſweet 
Union and Concord that ought to 
be in the Charch ; all like the 
Horfes in Prnaroal's Chariot, draw- cam, , o, 
ing together : Endeavouring to Eph, 4. 3, 
keep the Virty of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace, By tis (hill all 
Aen know ye are my Diſciples, 
if you Love one another. , 
IX. In their having the divine | 
Preſence with then : Oc tvhen F89420. 24. 
d I Oe "MF 3. ar, 19, 20, 
the Glory o: {5 fills his Cemple, 
X. In keeplig our all uulancti- 
fied, o* uncican Perſons, or if 
they xzet 11, to purge them out 
by a ſti. and holy Diſcipline, 
or ele it wiil ſoon 1o"'> it's Beauty. , cor. 5. 5, 
XI. In that Zeai aa4 Equality s. 7. 
that ſhould be thewed in all to 
keep up the Honour, Peace, and 
Comfort of the Church, and ihe 
Miniſtery thereof, 
XIl. In the Adminiſtration of 
right Diſcipline; to ſee no negle&t 


2 Cor. 8. I4, 
Tits 3» © 


| nor delayinz of Juilice, thro 


careleineſs, or Partiality : (1.)No 


| ways partaking of other Mens 


vins 5 Which may be done by 
Con- 
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Conniving at it 3 (2.) By Leſſen- 
ing or Extenuating of it (3.) By 
Countenancing, or any ways In- 
couraging any in vin. (4.) By not 
Reſtoring a Prother, that con- 
fefles his Stn when overtaken. (F.) 
Not bringing in a: juſt Charge a- 
gainlt an Offender, nor rebuking 
him ; and yet have Communion 
with him, 

2ly. Not to wreſt Judgment, 
out of it's true and right. Chan- 
nel : Nor to infli& a greater cen- 


ſure than the Law of Chriſt| 


requires on any. 
3ly. Timely to acquit, and diſ- 
charge a penitent Perſon. | 
4ly. Not fo do any thing out 
of Prejudice, but in Love, and 
Bowels, of affection ; and to do ail 
in Chriſt's Name, or by his au 
thority. 
XII. To Sympath:ize with th 
Aﬀlitted, Succour the Temptec; 
and Relieving the Poor and D; 
ſtreſſed : Rejoicing With them tha 
Rejoice, and Mourning with the! 
that Iourn. | 
XIV. To ſpeak evil of 20 Mart 
not only ſpeaking no evil of _ 
r( 


F. _- head 4. _ aku RV St} 


and it's Diſcipline explain'd. 
Brethren, but of no Man, to his 


hurt or injury, detraRting from 
his Worth and Honour : See 


Sirach, Whether it be to Friend 


or Foe, talk not of other Men's 
Lives :, and if thou cans, with- 
out Offence, reveal them wot, We 
muſt not diſcourſe his Faults, 
unleſs in a Goipel-way ; and that 
too, to amend the Perſon, and 
not out of Paiſlion, or Prejudice 
to expoſe him, but oat of Love 
.| to his >oal. Yet we may ſpeak of 
, theevils of others, (1.)When called 
todo itzin a Leal or Goſpel-way; 
and 1t is a Sin then to conceal 
his Crime. (2.) Or when it 1s to 
prevent another, who 1s in dan- 
ger to be Infected by his Com- 
pany, or ill Example. (3.) Or 
1n our own juſt Defence and Yin- 
dication. Moreover, conſider the 


evil of Reproaching of others, 
Firſt as to the cauſes why ſome 
do it. 
I. One Cauſe is from want of 
Love : Nay from Malice, and 
Hatred, 


1. From 


Eccl. 19, $, 


ApOC, 
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ture, and Cruelty of the accn- 
ſers Diſpoſition. 


itch, of talking and medling in the 
Affairs of other Men. : 


own Eſteem and Honoug, ſome 
Degrade their Brother ; which is 
Abominable. 

Conſider it is Theft, or Rob- 
bery ; nay, and ?tis worſe than 
to Rob a Man «{f his Goods, 
becauſe thou takeſt away that 
which perhaps thou cant not 
reſtore ag2in. 

Moreover conſider, That {ch 
who reproach others, lay them- 
ſelves cpen thereby to Reproaciz. 


Receives, or Hearkens to the 
Scandal, 1s as Guilty as the Ac- 
cuſer ; he is like a Perſon that | 
receives Stolen Goods, ard fo is 
as bad as the Thief. 

T his being one of the Grand 
and Notorious Evils of theſe Days| | 
] ſpeak the more to it, | 

If you abominate this evil,and\} - 
avoid it, you will ſhine in Grace 1 


The Glory of a True Church, 
1, From the Baſereſs, ill Na- 


2, *Tis occaſioned from that 


3. Or perhaps to raiſe their 


3. Moreover know, he that 


and 


— 


and it's Diſcipline diſplayd. 

and Yertue the more Clearly. 

Alas, in our days,. fome that 
would be thought to be great Pro- 
fefſers Rick-not to vilifie Chriſt's 
Miniſters, even ſome of the beſt of 
Men; and are fo full of Malice, 
they care not what wrong they do 
to their Bretliren, nor to the 
truth it ſelf, or intereſt of God, 
and ſo expoſe th:miſeves to a lait- 


6r 


ing ſhame, and their Spirit, and 3199.9 


Practice, to an abhorrance ; the 
are like curſed Cham who di(- 
covered his Fathers nakedneſs ; 
theſe perſons violate all Laws, both 
Hutnane and Divine, 


3ly. When they bear one ano* 


"iz 


Gen, 9. 22. 


thers Burdens, and ſo fulfil! the Gul. 6. 2, 


Law of Chrift : And that you 
may do this; conſider where is 
that Church in which there are 
no Burdens to be Born. 


 oteves thus to do. ] 
1. Confider what a Burden Te- 
fus Chriſt hath: born for thee: 


2. What a Burden thou haſt 


to bcar of thine own, " 


D 4. May 
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- 3. Mayſt not thou in ſome things 
ve a Burden to thy Brethren ? 


4. Wonldſt thou not have others 
bear thy Burden. : 


5. May not God cauſe thee to 
bear a more heavy Burden ; be- 
cauſe thou canit not bear thy 
Brother's ? 


Roſh, 3. lo, 6, 'Tis a fulfillins the Law of 


ZTove, nay the Eaw of Chritt. 


XV. The Glory and Beauty of 
a Congregation, 1s the 1nore ma- 
nifeft, when the Authority of the 
Church, and the Dignity of the 
Paſtoral Office is maintained. How 
great was the Evil of the gain- 
ſaying of Corah ? The Apoltles 
ſpeaks of ſome that are Selfwilled, 


A az. an" Aa ® __ ia ut Les @ mc 


a ww. As Az 
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kude, It. ; Mm . » .- 
Nh, 2b Preſumptions, who are not afraid 


-,21, to ſpeak evil of Dignities. 


God has put a Glory and lygh 

Dignity upon the Church and in 

it's Authority and Power ; Whom 

ye bind on Earth ſhall be bound 

@ Pct. 2.10 77 Fleaven. ; | 
| More- 
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Moreover, the Paſtoral Office, 
is an Office of Dignity ; they are Rev. 2. 2. 
called Rilers, Angels, Fathers : . 
Far any therefore to caſt contempt 7.7.” 
on the Church, er Paſtor, is a py 
great evil,.and & reproach fo 
Chriſt, an4 tends. to Diforder 
and Confuſion, - 


 Laftly, When Holineſs, Righ- Pu. 110. 2, 

teouſneſs, Charity, Humility, and '*** 1,25 

| all true Piety is preit _ the 
Conſciences of every Member, and 

appears in the Miniſter : alſo that 

all ſtrive to excell therein, with 

their uttermoiſt Gare and Dilt- 

| BENCESs 


The Concluſion: 


| 
ow my Brethren, That God... | 

| I& ror: Fo Gates of $10 mm07e ST 

| than all the dwellins places of 

Facob + Therefore the publick 

| Worſhip of God onght to be 

preferred before private. 


. 

| 1. This ſuppoſeth there muſt 
| be a viſible Charch, 

| D 2 2 And 
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2. Ard that they frequently 
meet together to woriſ}.ip God. 


2. Ihat they have an orderly 
Miniſtery and cne* ordained El> 
arr, at leait, to adminiiter all 
Pablick Ordcinarces, 


4 Morcover,that all Perſons have 
free liberty to aſſemble with the 
Church, and to partake of all 
Ordinanccs,fave thole :: hich pecu- 
liarly belong to the Church; as 
the Lord's Supper, holy Diſcipline, 
Net. 1.2. and days of Prayer and Faiiing. 

Then the Church' of Gld ſepa- 
rate& themſelves fron all Stran- 
97rs. 


— Yet others may attend on all 0- 

Frow ſhould Na+. > Ry 

Sinners ets THer Puvlick Ordinances with the 

tz Converts Church, as publick Preyer, Read- 

gs wan ing, and Preaching the Word, 

created, and in Singing God's Praiſes, as 
hath formerly been proved. May 
others my Brethren,join in Prayer 
With us,and not praiſe God with us? 


Put, O wy Brethren ! let me 
beech you to ſhew your high 
VYalug 
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Value, and Eſtimation for the | 
ublick Worlhip of God. 


[. Motives herexnto, ] 
7. Since God prefers it thus : 


* 


Or has fo great Eſteem of his 


publick Worſhip. 


2. Becauſe ,he is faid' to dwell 
in S:on 5; It is is Haaztation for 
ever. The place, where his Ho- xy 132.13 
nour dwells, | Hale2G & 


2.: Here God is moſt Glorified. 
In his Temple every one ſpeaks 
of his Glory ;. /My Praiſe ſhall 
be in the great Canpregation. Pal, 29. 9. 


4. Here is moſt of God's gra- 
cious preſence (as one vbſerves it.) 


1.. His effectual Preſence, 7 
all Places , Where T record qry Exod.20, 24, 
Name, thithcr will I come; and. | 


there will I bleſs thee. 


2, Here 15 More of his intimate 
prelevce : H/here two or three are 
gathered together in my Name, 
there ain | in the miſt” of them. 

"#4 He 


Mat, 19, 20, 
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. 66 The Glery of 4 True Church, 
&r. 1.32. He walks in the midſt of the ſeven 
Golden Candleſticks. 

5. Here are the cleareſt mani- 
feſtations of God's Beauty, which 
runny oy. ay deſire to dwell 

', there ſor ever. oee the appearance 
?Hl. 27 & of Chriſt to the Churches, Rev, 2. 
CaP. 3, 

6. In that it 1s ſaid, that thoſe 
that ſhould be Saved, in the A- 
poſtles days, God added unto 

As 2: a7. the Church. 


7. Here is moſt Spiritna! Ad- 
vantage to be got : Here the 
Dews of Hermon fall, they de- 
feend upon the Mountain of Sion. 
Bal. 132, 3. Here God commands the Bleſſing, 
 »- even Life for evermore, 1 will 
Plul.130.15. Abtrdantly bleſs her Proviſion, and 
ſatusfie her Poor with Bread. Here 

Pal, 73.16, David's Doubt was relolved, 

7» 


F%1.87,,, 8, Here you received your firſt 
ſpiritual Breath, or Life, many 
Souls are daily Born to Chrtlt. 
That good which is moſt Diita- 
five, is to be Preferred ; but that 
gocd which moſt partake of, 1s 
moſt Dittulige z © maguifie the 
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and its Diſcinline explain'd. 9. 
Lord with me ! let us exalt hrs 
Name together. Live Coals ſe- Pi 3+ 3» 
parated, ſoon die. 


9. Brethren (as a worthy Di 
vine obſerves) the Church in her 
publick Wortkip is the neareſt 
Reſemblance of Heaven, eſpecial- 
ly in Singing God's Praiies. What 
Eſteem alſo had God's Worthies 
of old, for Go's pallick V Vor- 
ſhip ? 21y Sol longetlr, yen, e- 
ven faiuteth for the Conrts of the 
Lord, How amiable are thy T a- 


bernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! 


Pu), $2.1,2, 


IO. See how the Promiſes of God 
run to S:07, or to his Church : Waiah 35; 


Hle will bleſs thee owt of Sion. 


O let nothing diſcoxrage you in Phil. 128-3, 
your waiting at the Poſts of .... | 
Chriſt's Door . Dawid delired p;,; ” 
Rather to be & Doo;-Keeper un Plal, 25, 4. 
the Houſe of God, than to Dwell © 

in the Teiits of Wickedneſs. Yet VF. 87. 4 
nevertlicle's do not neglet, for 

the Lord's fake, private Levoti- 

onz viz, Fecret, and Family- 

Prayer: O pray.to be fitted for 


ok Wet © | 
publick Werilip ! Come.out of goo 6 
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_ O neglet not Prayer, Read- 

, ing, and Meditation ! And take { 
care allo to Educate and Cates 
chiſe your Children ; and live as 

I” Men and Women that are dead 

EPM. % + 76 this World : 
the Lord's ſake as becomes the 


Phil, I.- 27, 
Goſpel. 


68 The Glory of a True Church, 
Jer. 10. 25, your Cloſets to - the Church ? 

'hat fgnifies all you do in 
Publick, it you are not ſuch that 
keep up the Worſhip of God in 
your own Families ?. 


walk for 


go together ; a good Converſation. 
and a good Doiirine go together 


See that Zeal and Knowledge 


Theſe Two together, are 
than Ore: 


etter | 


Brethren, he : that makes the | 
 VVord of God his Rule, 1 what- | 

Ecl. 4, 9. ſoever he dcth, and the Glory of 
God his end in what he doth, | 


19 11, #2. ſhall have the Spirit of God to | 
12, be his ſtrength. This is like So- | 
lomon's Three-foid Cord, that will 
be One, or it will be Three; it | 


" can't be Two, nor can it be | 


_ broke, 
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The Solemn Covenant of 
the Church at ics Conltt 
tution. 


E who deſire to walk together 

in the Fear of the Lord, do, 
through the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, profeſs owr deep an.l ſerious 
Humiliation for al our Tranſgreſſs- 
ers. And we do alſs ſolemnly, in the 
Preſence of God, of each other, 14 
the Senſe of our own Vaworthineſs 
give 1) our ſelves tothe Lord, in a3, 


Ciurch ſtate according to the Apoſe Ay 8, 
alt tans 
" 2 Ca, 2, I9» 


tolical Conſtitution that he may b 
orr God, and we may be hzs People, 
through the Everlaiting Covenant of 
his Free grace, in which alone we 
hope to be accepted by him, throngh 
his blefſed Son Fejs:s Chriſt, whom 
we take to be our High Prieft., to ju- 


ſtify and (antify us, ani eur Prochet 


to teach us ; and to ſubjeft to lim as 
our Law-giver, and the King of 
Saints; and to conform to all his Ho- 


ly Laws and Ordinants:, {6 0:7 Cherche 


; : OT " Com UNION 
growth, Eſtabliſhment, and Ceuſola Pann 


tions, that we maybe a4 a Holys poue 
171 
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I Fzex, 16:6; 


(72) 


Exod, 26. I. 
&, 6 


Sek . 
Iſa. 62. 5. of Grace in ſome good meaſure upon 
4," 122: 3: one anothers Spirits, we do ſolemnly 


" nion delightful to God, comfortable 
AR, 20, 19, £0.07 ſelves, and lovely to the reſt 
Phil, 2, 3. of the Lord's People, 
Ioh, 13, 34% 2. We do promiſe to watch over 
and 15, 12, pxch others Converſations, and not to 
r Pet, 1,22, /#ffer Sin upon one another, ſo far as 
Lev. 19, 17, God (hall diſcover it to 145, or any 0 
Heb, 1G, 245 244 5, 774 to ſt 17 14} 076 another to Love 
, and good Works: to warn,rebuxe,and 
; ut admoniſh one another with Meekneſs, 
14, 15,” ” According to the Rules left to us of 
Rom, 15, Chriſt in that Behalf. : 
wok 6. 20, do promiſe in an eſpecial 
lam, 5. 14 mMAnner to pray for one another, yo 
| or 


CO RE db doit wits. >25 


a DO St OT —_—— * 
, 


1 


” 


(73) 
for the Glory and Increaſe of this Col, 4, 12, 
Church, and for the Preſence of 
God :n it, and the porring forth of 
his Spirit on it, and his Protettion 


* over it to hs Glory. 


4. We do promiſe tobear one ans- Gal, 6, 2, 
thers Burdens, to cleave to one ano-;;, 2.19 
» Heb, 13, 3y 


. ther, and te have a Fellew-feeling Rom, 12, is 


with one anotiver, in all Conditions ? Cor, 11, 
both outwara and enward, as God in ” 
hisP; wvidence hai. caſt any of ws znto | 
| $+ Weaav promiſe to bear with one |. —_— 
awothers Weakeneſs, Failings, and Gal 6s, r, 
Infirm:ties, with much Tenderneſs, * Thell, 5, 
not diſcovering to any. without the x69, «5, 19, 
Church, nor any within, unleſs ac- Eph, 4, 31, 
gording io Chriſt's Rule, and the Or- 37 
der of ihe Goſpel provided in that 
caſe. . 

6. We ds promiſe to ſtrive toge- lude, v, 2, 
ther for the Truths of the Goſpel. G21, 5, I, 


: : " F'v b F 
ard Purity of God's Ways and Or- ,;; 4p 


dinaaces, to aveid Cauſes, an 
Caujers of Diviſion, endeavouring 
to kery the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Fend of Peace ; Ephel. 4 3. 

7 We do promiſe- ts meet together Heb 3, 10, 
on Lord's Days, and at other times, 499 19, 25, 
as the Lord ſhail give us Opportuni- Rog, , '*2 

, 14,1 
ties, to ſerve and zlorify Gad in the and 15, 16, 
way * 


(74 ) 
way of is Worſhip, to edify one a: 
notner, and to conirive the good 
of his Church. 


Eph, 9 16, 


Ability Cor as God ſhall bleſs us with 
the-good things of this World) to 
2 Cor, o, 7, Communicate to our Paſtor or Mi- 
| niſter, God having ordained that 
8, 9,--12,13 they that Preach the Goſpel (hould 
live of tne Goſpel. (And now can 
Gal, 6, 6, any thing lay a greater obligation 
pon the Conſcience, than tis Co- 
venant, what then 1s the Sin of ſuch 
wo vio'ate it ? ) 
Theſe and .all other Goſpel-Dus 
3 ties we humbly {upmit unto, promi- 
*0q- ſing and purpoſing to perform, not 
# n our own Strength, being Co;[c10%46 
of our own Weakneſs, but in the 
Porer and Strength of the Bleſſed 
God, T.cſe we are, and whom we 
dc five ro ſerve: To whom be Clury 
now and for evermore, Amen, 


KINIS. 


4 


8. Ve do promiſe according toour . | 


